RULES OF PROCEDURE AND DEBATE 

FOR USE AT ANNUAL DISTRICT CONVENTIONS
The following rules of procedure and debate shall be observed at this Convention:

1
Subject to any decision of the Convention to the contrary, the rules in “Law and Procedure at Meetings in Australia”, by P.Joske shall govern the Convention in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the Multiple District 201 Constitution and By-laws.

2
A simple majority of the delegates accredited at the Convention shall constitute a quorum at any session.

3
The order of business as listed in the official programme shall be the order of business of this Convention.  This order of business shall not be departed from except with the consent of three quarters of the delegates assembled at any session at which a quorum is present (therein referred to as “a three quarters vote in favour”).

4
Each motion shall be moved and seconded after which the Chairman shall ask for it to be read to the Convention. Following this the mover shall be entitled to speak first on the motion followed by the seconder and the motion shall then become open for discussion.

5
The Chairman shall call for speakers against and for the motion, or amendment, alternately after the mover and seconder have spoken.

6
(i)
No Delegate shall be entitled to speak more than once on any motion or amendment (except the mover while exercising right of reply) or speak longer than the time limited in these Rules or in the Multiple District Constitution without a two-thirds vote in favour in every case.

(ii)
An amendment to a motion shall become the property of a Convention when it has been duly moved and seconded and accepted by the Chairman. Such amendment may add to, or alter, but shall not directly negate the original motion or be of such a nature that the original motion loses its identity.

(iii)
Only one amendment at a time shall be dealt with, although a further amendment may be foreshadowed. No amendment of an amendment shall be permitted. The mover and seconder of a motion may speak against an amendment; and in so doing the mover does not lose the right of reply to the principle motion.

(iv)
If an amendment is passed then the motion, as amended, shall become the motion before the Convention and may be further amended. If the amendment is defeated the motion remains the motion before the Convention.

7
Subject to rule 6:

(i)
The mover of any motion shall be allowed a maximum of five minutes to put his case and any subsequent speaker (including a mover exercising his right to reply) a maximum of three minutes.

(ii)
Representatives of proposed Convention Host Clubs shall each be allowed five minutes to put their case.

(iii)
The Chairman may limit the time to be taken on any question.

8
No person except for a member of the International Board, a Member or any Officer of the Multiple District Council, a Member or any Officer of District 201W2 Cabinet, or other accredited Delegates may
(i)
Raise any point of order;

(ii)
Propose or second any motion or amendment or speak thereupon without a three quarters vote in favour in each case

9
Non-delegates and Lionesses may be permitted to speak on Notices of Motion, after Delegates have spoken and before the Mover's right of reply in the ratio of one “FOR” and one “AGAINST”.

10
The Chairman may require any amendment of notices of motion to be in writing before being dealt with.

11
The Chairman may require any motion or amendment to be divided.

12
Only Delegates may vote and in these rules “Delegate” includes an alternate delegate while acting as a Delegate.

13
Voting shall be by show of the Delegate's voting card except:-

(i)
As otherwise provided in the International or Multiple District Constitution and By-laws.

(ii)
For the selection of candidates to fill positions on District Committees and the like, including selection of Convention Host Club, in which cases voting shall be by secret ballot;

(iii)
As otherwise resolved by the Delegates assembled at any session at which a quorum is present.

14
If a principal motion is indefinitely postponed or rejected at one session of this Convention it cannot be reintroduced at any later session without a two-thirds vote in favour. 

15

VOTING PROCEDURES AT DISTRICT 201W2 CONVENTIONS
Only authorized delegates of Lions Clubs in District 201W2 may vote, either on the Convention floor or during any ballots. An authorised Delegate must hold a coloured voting card which is issued to him/her by the Cabinet Secretary or his/her representative during delegate accreditation. This card must be kept available at all times by the delegate, only delegates with cards will be counted during a vote.

Where a delegate cannot be present at any time during the Convention, the voting card may be used by an authorised alternate delegate only.

For the voting card to be issued, the name of the delegate must be recorded by the Cabinet Secretary in accordance with the Constitution.  It is not sufficient to have registered with the host Lions Club.

In addition, the Club must be financial in respect of International, Multiple District and District dues.

The voting session for issues to be decided by formal ballot will be held in accordance with Article 7 Section 1 and Section 9 of the District 201W2 Constitution.

Delegates must attend at the designated voting location which will be announced during the Business session. Ballot papers will only be issued on presentation of the voting card by either a Delegate or Alternate.

Ballot papers must be completed in accordance with the instructions on the paper. Ballot papers that are not marked in accordance with the rules for voting are deemed to be informal votes and cannot be counted.

To make a formal vote on your ballot paper you must number every box with a consecutive number according to your preference. By not completing the boxes or placing an X in a box the vote could be made invalid, if you make a mistake return the ballot paper to the Cabinet Secretary and obtain a new one. 
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