Criminal Record Checking
NEW CHECKING PROCEDURES TAKE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2006
The new Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 introduces compulsory criminal record checking to ensure a consistent and high standard of checking for certain people who work with children, including volunteers.

Working with Children (WWC) checks 
The Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 comes into effect on 1 January 2006.  This new legislation will require volunteers who are involved in child related work to have a Working with Children check. 

The WWC criminal record assessment will be specifically designed to determine risk to children. A National Police Check for Volunteers cannot be used as a substitute for the Working with Children check.  (See ‘Continuation of the National Police Checks for Volunteers Program’ below/overleaf)
Who needs a Working with Children check?

All volunteers undertaking “child-related work” as defined in the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 for five or more days in a calendar year will be required to have a Working with Children check.

Exemptions 

The following will not require a Working With Children check: 

· Parents volunteering in activities in which their children are involved (except those involved with overnight camps);

· Volunteers aged under 18;

· People visiting the State involved in volunteering activities for less than two weeks.

When are the Working with Children checks required?

The checks will be phased in over three years from 2006 to 2008, as follows: 

· 2006: Checks will be required for volunteers working with children aged 0-7 years. 

· 2007: Checks will be required for volunteers working with children aged 8-12 years. 

· 2008: Checks will be required for volunteers working with 13-18 year olds. 

Note: New volunteers will be required to apply for a WWC check when they commence work during the year that applies.   Existing volunteers have until the end of the relevant year to apply for their WWC check. 

Cost

The Working with Children Check will cost $10 for volunteers and $50 for paid staff.  The volunteer will receive a Criminal History Evaluation Card, which can be used in all workplaces and types of child-related work. The Card will be valid for 3 years.   

The legislation does not specify whether a volunteer or the volunteer organisation will meet the cost of the Working with Children check. This will need to be decided by the individual organisation and its volunteers. 

The Working with Children process does not require volunteers to have received their Evaluation Card to commence child related work though individual organisations may decide, as a matter of policy, to require volunteers to wait until the outcome of the assessment and the Evaluation Card arrives. 

Further information on Working with Children checks

Further information about Working with Children checks (WWC), what constitutes child-related work, the responsibilities of volunteer organisations and volunteers is available at www.checkwwc.wa.gov.au. There is a specific Fact Sheet on the website for Volunteers.

Continuation of the National Police Checks for Volunteers Program 

Your organisation is currently registered in the National Police Checks for Volunteers Program (NPCVP), which is run by the Volunteering Secretariat, Department for Community Development and the WA Police Service. This program is currently providing you with volunteer police checks at a cost of $9 per check.

The Working With Children (WWC) checks assess criminal history information that is specifically relevant to identifying risk of harm to children, particularly through sexual or violent acts. The WWC checks do not assess criminal history information for purposes other than working with children. The WWC checks do not assess offences that may impact on a volunteer’s suitability to perform activities such as managing finances, driving vehicles or working with the aged or people with disabilities.  These checks will still be available through the current National Police Checks for Volunteers Program at a cost of $9 per check. 

Organisations that wish, as a matter of policy and risk management, to check volunteers working with children that are not being phased in through WWC until 2007 or 2008, or who are exempt from WWC such as parent volunteers, may continue to make use of the NPCVP program at a cost of $9 per check. 

Free National Volunteer Police Check where WWC check also required

Some volunteers who work in a variety of tasks within an organisation may need to have both a Working with Children check and a National Police Check (eg for bus driving or managing finances) to comply with the new WWC legislation and their organisation’s policy guidelines in relation to volunteer screening.  

In order to reduce the financial impact on organisations/volunteers, the National Police Checks will be provided free of charge when evidence of an application for a Working with Children Check is provided. 

The new checking process in summary

This information is designed to be read in conjunction with the National Police Checks Information Package available at www.community.wa.gov.au/volunteers.


· Volunteers apply for a Working with Children check at Australia Post outlets, pay their $10 and they will be provided with a receipt with a bar code and application number. 

· This receipt should be retained by the volunteer and a photocopy taken by the volunteering organisation at the time they have the volunteer sign the National Police Checks consent form and provide proof of identity. 

· The consent form now contains a space where the volunteer’s Working with Children application number must be inserted when applicable and a box needs to be ticked indicating the organisation has sighted their WWC application receipt. 

· The consent form and photocopied WWC application number should be retained by the organisation and stored in a safe place for up to two years. WAPOL audits consent forms and will audit WWC application documents on a periodic basis. 

· The email spreadsheet currently used to provide volunteer names to WAPOL for checking will have an extra field added for the WWC application number to be provided. 

· WAPOL will invoice organisations for the number of checks completed as they currently do but there will be no charge for volunteers where evidence of a WWC application number is provided. 

It should be noted that a WWC application number is sufficient to request a National Volunteer Police Check.  The volunteer does not need to have received their Criminal History Evaluation Card before requesting a NPCVP check. 

The no cost second check applies only to the NPCVP check, not the Working with Children Check. Should a volunteer organisation have applied for and paid for a NPCVP check for a volunteer, that volunteer will be required to pay for the WWC check. 
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